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Canning's tenure of office was destined to be but
short. Canning and Huskisson were both in very feeble
health.  Huskisson was ordered abroad by his medical
attendant; Canning, also, was urged to go abroad and
take rest, and thus get some chance of recovering his
health ; but he felt that it would be impossible for
him to leave his post at the time, and he resolutely
determined to remain at home.     His physical con-
dition had been greatly injured not long before, by
his attendance at the burial of the Duke of York.
The Duke of York was the brother of the King, and
stood nearest in the succession to the Throne.    He
had been consistently and persistently opposed to all
the political principles and purposes which Itad guided
Canning's whole Ministerial career.    The nation felt
but little regret at the removal of the Duke of York,
whose personal defects might be excused or explained,
and   therefore  pardoned, but   whose  obstinacy and
perversity in public affairs were a serious obstruction
to every onward and popular movement.     Canning
felt all the more bound to attend the funeral.    The
day  was   cold   and   damp in  dismal  January ;   the
chapel was miserably chill and full of draughts ; and
the whole lengthened ceremonial  sent  a  shock  to
Canning's nerves, and to his general physical system.
Canning never rallied from the shock and the chill of
that dreary solemnity. He struggled indeed against his
approaching illness as well as he could ;   and even
when his friend Huskisson called to see him, in order
to take leave of him before going abroad, Canning
bore up bravely and cheerily, and tried to make his
old comrade believe that it was but a passing infirmity
VOL. I.                          11